
Aaliyah Bannister-Batie, MSc

Aaliyah Bannister-Batie is an experienced communications and government relations professional with a demonstrated history of leadership in state government, nonprofit systems, and public-facing organizations. She brings deep expertise in strategic communications, policy analysis, organizational development, and training, with a particular focus on navigating high-stakes environments where clarity, trust, and responsiveness are critical.
Aaliyah has held multiple senior-level roles in state government in Illinois, where she worked within complex administrative systems at the intersection of policy, communications, and public accountability. Her government experience includes managing communications strategy, supporting policy initiatives, and guiding organizations through moments of public scrutiny, crisis response, and change management.
She is skilled in government relations, media engagement, crisis communications, social media strategy, and organizational training, and is known for translating complex policy and systems information into clear, accessible messaging for diverse audiences. Her work emphasizes transparency, relationship-building, and thoughtful engagement with communities impacted by government and institutional decisions.
Aaliyah holds a Master of Science in Communications from Northwestern University, with a concentration in Business and Corporate Communications, Communications Policy, Crisis Communications, and Change Management. Her academic training and professional experience position her to help professionals understand how communication practices can either escalate stress and harm — or serve as stabilizing, trauma-responsive tools within systems.
As a Trauma Training Tuesday presenter, Aaliyah draws on her background in government administration and strategic communications to explore how trauma shows up in public-facing interactions and how professionals can communicate with greater intention, clarity, and care in moments of uncertainty, conflict, and high emotional load.


